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PASTORAL MESSAGE 
 Greetings in the name of our Risen and Glorified Lord and Savior, 

March and in the midst of Lent - what a feeling! The temperature has been going up and just two weeks 

since Ash Wednesday, which is almost half way through Lent, and we can feel the excitement in the air - the 

anticipation and the winding up to celebrate the Resurrection. If you not aware of it, Easter is April 1st this year. 

That’s only 31 short days away, not a lot of time, but look at this way - there are an additional six opportunities 

to worship and praise God. My prayer is that everyone would take every opportunity to join together in worship 

during this Lenten season. 

I want to also take this opportunity to address a subject that has come up once again in our Church 

community. And that subject is Church membership and what it means to us as a family of Christ. Let me start 

with a question, how many of us would love to be able to afford a country club membership? The yearly dues 

would afford you the right to use the pool, the banquet facilities, the sauna, the golf course, not to mention the 

extravagant social parties which are put on to entertain you, and of course, you would pay for all this luxury. In 

essence, you would pay to have someone serve you. That is the concept of country club membership.  

Now let’s look at Church membership. You joined the Church by way of Holy Baptism; there was a vow 

made at your Baptism, given by your parents to renounce the devil and to state publicly to the entire 

congregation that they believed in the One and only Son of God, Jesus Christ. That one simple act, performed 

by the pastor but given as a gift from God Himself, made you a part of the body of Christ, thus becoming a 

working, serving member of the Church. And it was at your very own confirmation ceremony when you stood 

before that same congregation and confirmed the vows made on your behalf, so many years ago. 

How does paying for a membership to a country club differ from Church membership? It’s quite simple. 

When you pay to be served you have the right to complain. When you were adopted into the Church you are to 

serve and not expect to be served. I point you to Matthew 20:28; just as the Son of Man did not come to be 

served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many. I think it could not be any clearer, that if you are 

looking for and not getting anything out of the worship service, then maybe you are a member of the wrong 

country club. When did your perception of membership change, causing you to think of only yourself and not 

the body of Christ? Maybe it’s time to ask yourselves “What am I doing to grow the kingdom? What I am doing 

to hinder the workings of the body of Christ? Do I sit in the pews one hour a week? Do I complain about the 

message? Do I help the kingdom by making sure that I am a part of the body working to bring the message to 

the nations? Or do I want to be served? 

This Lenten season is the perfect time to ask yourselves those questions, to repent and seek God's guidance, 

all the while looking to the cross for your strength and your salvation.  

  

In H is S ervice 

ᶿ Rev. Donald P. Beaumont 
Rev. Donald P. Beaumont  pastor@bethelwillowick.org 

Joshua 24:15      As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. 
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 AT BETHEL  

Lutheran Church  
 

DATE:  EVENT:  DETAILS:  

March 7  

(Wednesday)  

6pm 

Lenten  

Soup 

 Supper  

Followed by  

 Lenten 

 Midweek Worship  
 

Sponsored by the Social Committee  

March 18 th  

 (Sunday) 

5pm 

òPotluck & a Movieó 

 
 

Dinner at 5pm  

Movie at 6pm  
 

 òDo you Believe?ó 
 

Sponsored by the Social Committee  
 

March 3 1st  

 (Saturday)  

10am- noon 

 

Pre- Resurrection  

Celebration  
 

Calling all children ages 3 ς 10!!   

 

Come and celebrate the Easter season with us!  

There will be games, food, crafts, storytelling 

AND have your picture taken with the Easter 

Bunny AND an Easter Egg Hunt AND prizes!  

Bring something to carry your eggs in!  Bring 

your friends too!!  This will be held rain, snow 

or shine!! 

April 1 st  

 (Sunday) 

7:30 - 9am 

 
 

(following the  

 SONrise  

Worship Service)  

 
Sponsored by the Social Committee  

April 21 st  

(Saturday)  

9am- 2pm 
 

Hot dogs  

Chili dogs 

Baked goods 

Bargains for all!  
Sponsored by Ladies Aid  

May 12 th  

(Saturday)  

6pm 

Motherõs Day 

Banquet 

 

Details to follow  
 

Sponsored by Ladies Aid  

June 15 th  

 (Friday)  

8th  Annual 

Bethel Community 

Outreach  

Golf Outing  

Details  

to  

f ollow 
 

Sponsored by the Outreach Committee  



Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 
5 Martin Luther Drive ¥ Fort Wayne, IN  46825-4996 

 Worship for Shut-Ins Sermon Summaries 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
These Worship services on WRLM can be viewed on Time Warner Cable channel 12 

and U-verse channel 67 at 11:30 am on the following Sundays: 
 

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries 

March 2018 

 
March 4, 2018 ï Third Sunday in Lent 
Psalm: 69; Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; Gospel: John 2:13-22 
ñThe Son of the Fatherò - Sermon Text: John 2:13-22 - Rev. James Elsner 
 
Children so often live up to their parentsô expectations. Jesus, the Son of the Father, had the zeal of 
the Lord! Are you being shaped and formed anew into a Son of God in Christ Jesus? 
 

March 11, 2018 ï Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Psalm: 107:1-9; Old Testament: Numbers 21:4-9; Gospel: John 3:14-21 
ñWhen Snakebit, Do What?ò - Sermon Text: Numbers 21:4-9 - Rev. William Mueller 
 
Numbers 21 records a rather unsavory episode from Godôs Old Testament people. They grumble and 
complain ï yet again! In order to refine their faith, and to point the way to the ultimate Savior, God 
sends fiery serpents among them. Their method of salvation is much the same as the method of our 
salvation. Look to the cross! Look to Christ! 
     

March 18, 2018 ï Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Psalm: 57:1-3; Old Testament: Hebrews 5:5-10; Gospel: Mark 10:32-45 
ñJesus Foretold His Deathò - Sermon Text: Mark 10:32-34 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
 
Jesus foretold his death. He knew exactly what would happen to him in Jerusalem. This has great 
meaning for our life and brings us much comfort. 
 

March 25, 2018 ï Palm Sunday / Sunday of the Passion 
Psalm: 118:19-29; Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11; Gospel: John 12:20-43 
ñA Terrifying Taskò - Sermon Text: John 12:20-43 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 
 
Have you ever been confronted with a task that was terrifying? Jesus was. On Palm Sunday He 
entered Jerusalem knowing His fate was death on a cross. Please join us on Worship Anew as we 
consider A Terrifying Task. 
 

 
 
 

Tel: (260) 471-LOVE (5683) Ṯ Toll-Free: (888) 286-8002 

www.WorshipAnew.org    E-mail: info@WorshipAnew.org 
 

http://www.worshipanew.org/
mailto:info@WorshipAnew.org


 

DATE READERS USHERS ELDERS COUNTERS 

Sat  

Mar 3  

6pm 

Alice  Pat John Linda 

Sherry  

Wyn 

Sun 

Mar 4  

10am 

Dee Brian 

Halle 

Ken Linda 

Sherry  

Wyn 

Wed 

Mar 7  

7pm 

Dave Gertrud  

Gunter  

Herman Jan 

Scott  

Sat  

Mar 10  

6pm 

Christine  Pat Dave Jan 

Scott  

Sun 

Mar 11  

10am 

Wyn Corey 

Karen 

Ken Jan 

Scott  

Wed 

Mar 14  

7pm 

Jeanne Christine  

Steve  

Dave * Jack  

Jeanne 

Julie  

Sat  

Mar 17  

6pm 

Alice  Pat Herman Jack  

Jeanne 

Julie  

Sun 

Mar 18  

10am 

Peggy Donna 

Holly  

John Jack  

Jeanne 

Julie  

Wed 

Mar 21  

7pm 

Virginia   

? 

Ken * Christine  

Dave 

Julie  

Sat  

Mar 24  

6pm 

Scott  Pat John *  Christine  

Dave 

Julie  

Sun  

Mar 25  

10am 

Karen Gertrud  

Gunter  

Herman*  Christine  

Dave 

Julie  

Thu 

Mar 29  

7pm 

Jeanne Jim K.  

Jim S.  

Dave * Jan 

Scott  

Fri  

Mar 30  

11am 

Christine  - -  -  - Herman Jan 

Scott  

Fri  

Mar 30  

7pm 

Dave Christine  

Steve  

John Jan 

Scott  

Sat  

Mar 31  

6pm 

Christine  Pat Herman*  Jan 

Scott  

                          

 

 

 

 

Members who  

are serving  

this month  

MARCH 2018  
 

 

 

Altar Guild:  

Jen Hummer  

 

 

 

Bold: Communion 

 

* Denotes a change 

Bold italics: 

Communion 

 

* Denotes a 

change 



The Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod | Stewardship Ministry 
 

Newsletter Article: January 2018 
 
Itôs a new year. Itôs a time when we take stock of the year past in order to improve the year to come. Itôs a time 
when we sit down to plan and implement what we want to accomplish and even change. Part of that is 
planning our stewardship for the coming year.  
 
Often we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless. But it doesnôt have to be. In fact, it is really quite 
simple and full of joy. So here are some tips to make that planning less stressful. You begin by answering 
these three questions: Who are you? To whom do I give? And how much?  
 
So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of Godôs Word? 
Are you a citi-zen of society? Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these three estates: church, 
society, family. We donôt particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our struggles, our difficulties and our 
questions arise in giving to the church.  
 
So, what is our duty as members of the church with regard to giving? The Table of Duties, again, gives us a 
guide. If you are a hearer, a member of the church who receives instruction, St. Paul taught: ñAnyone who 
receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructorò (Gal. 6:6). This means the local 
congregation is primary.  
 
Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you and administer the Lordôs blessed sacraments to 
you. Your con-gregation is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the 
church, He has the local congre-gation in mind. For ñthe Lord has commanded that those who preach the 
gospel should receive their living from the gos-pelò (1 Cor. 9:14).  
 
How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are these: to give regularly (1 Cor. 6:1ï
2), propor-tionally (1 Cor. 16:1ï2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 
3:9; Lev. 27:30) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and 
love (2 Cor. 8:23).  
 
In other words, giving to the church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this 
way, it is deliberate. We give regularly ï weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly ï keeping in mind our 
own strengths, weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand ï before anything else is spent.  
 
From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was the standard for 
the Israel-ites. This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, but ask 
yourself: do we really want to be less generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is the job of the New 
Testament Church bigger or smaller than the job given to Israel?  
 
And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, not 
out of compulsion. For through the preaching of the gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God has 
made us His children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us life everlasting with Him 
in His kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, ñit is 
more blessed to give than to re-ceiveò (Acts 20:35).  
 
Itôs that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the work 
that He accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the gospel as well as those who 
are in need. Taking part in that makes all our work holy ï work that is done in service to the Lord as priestly 
members of His kingdom. 

 
Article submitted by Jack Schimmelmann 

 

 



MAKE YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO BETHEL 
 IN 15 SECONDS OR LESS VIA OUR 

 NEW ONLINE SOLUTION! 
 
 

¸ƻǳǊ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΧ 

If you would prefer to make your contributions to Bethel online instead of using envelopes, now you can! 

²ŜΩǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛǘƘŜΦƭȅ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǾƛŀΥ 
 

V Desktop or laptop computer 
V Smartphone or tablet  

 

LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ς ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΥ 
 

BY DESKTOP OR LAPTOP COMPUTER 

¶ Visit http://bit.ly/BLCGiving  (be sure to type this in exactly as you see it to the left) 

¶ Click the Login/SignUp button in the upper right-hand corner of the screen 

¶ /ƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŀccount by entering your name, password, and creating a PIN 

¶ Create your payment method(s) ς look for the icons at the bottom of the screen (you can choose a debit/credit card AND/OR bank 
account as forms of payment to use) 

o IMPORTANT NOTE: If you choose to make your donation via your bank account, the fee to the church will be 1% of the amount. 
If you choose to make your donation via your debit/credit card, the fee to the church will be 2.9% of the amount. There is NO 
charge to you to use this online solution. 

¶ Choose the amount to donate, the fund to donate to (you can even choose multiple funds if you like!), your method of payment, choose 
ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦŜŜǎ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘhere is to it! 

 

BY TABLET OR SMARTPHONE: 

¶ Visit the Google Play or Apple store and download the Tithely app and install it or visit http://bit.ly/BLCGiving (be sure to type this in 
exactly as you see it) 

¶ Follow the instructions under desktop/laptop computer above  
 

Once you get your account set up (in just a minute or two), it literally takes just seconds to make your donations! 
 

/haahb v¦9{¢Lhb{ v.h¦¢ DL±LbD hb[Lb9Χ 
Q: Do I have to use this new online system or can I keep using my envelopes? 
A: If you prefer the online approach to giving, you can use this new online service. If you prefer the traditional envelope method, you can continue 
with that method. You can even mix and match during the year if you like. 
 

Q: If I give online, will I still get a statement of my giving at the end of the year? 
A: Yes! 
 

Q: Is there a minimum amount for an online donation? 
A: Yes, the minimum donation amount when using this online solution is $5 
 

Q: Will I get full credit for my contribution? 
A: Absolutely. For example, if you make a donation of $25, even though Tithe.ly does take a processing fee (1% for bank transactions and 2.9% for 
ŘŜōƛǘκŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴǎύΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ϷнрΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ άŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜǎέ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ Ŧǳƭƭ 
credit for that too. 
 

Q: Can I set up recurring donations? 
A: Yes, you can. Your choices for recurring giving are: every week, every 2 weeks, once a month, 1st and 15th monthly 
 

Q: Can I donate to multiple funds at the same time? 
A: ̧ ŜǎΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ Ǿƛŀ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ƻǊ ǇƘƻƴŜκǘŀōƭŜǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ Ŝŀǎȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ same time 
 

Q: Are there any fees for me to use this service? 
A: There are no fees for you to use this service. Tithe.ly assesses a fee to the church based on how you choose to pay ς for bank withdrawals, the 
church pays 1% of the amount. For debit/credit cards, the church pays 2.9% of the amount. You pay no fees. 
 

vΥ LŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΣ Ŏŀƴ L ŎƭƻǎŜ Ƴȅ ŀŎŎƻǳnt online and go back to envelope giving? 
A: Definitely 
 

Q: Is Tithe.ly secure? 
A: All financial information is encrypted and stored by their banking partner to PCI DSS Level 1 compliant standards. This is the highest possible 
rating one can get. 
 

Want to know more?  
Feel free to contact Scott Gregory (scott@betterbottomline.com) or Robin Bartley (stuartbartley@yahoo.com) for more details.  

http://bit.ly/BLCGiving
http://bit.ly/BLCGiving
mailto:scott@betterbottomline.com
mailto:stuartbartley@yahoo.com


         Ladies Aid 
My heart is so filled from how many wonderful ladies came to our 

meeting this month! I was worried due to snow and cold, but the Lord answered 

my prayers and overwhelmed me with so many kind souls! 

 Our ladies aid meeting began with many prayers of thanks and continued 

healing for loved ones. We received many thank you cards and learned of an update 

from our Mission project, supporting Nichelle Dykema to be in service in Lima, 

Peru. She is about 20% away from being fully funded! She asks that we continue to 

pray, not just for her but for her family as they will have to live for 2 years without seeing her. Pray for peace in the 

transition, her family during separation, confidence in her Spanish, and for the pastor who is home on leave. 
 

SAVE THE DATES!  
 

April  21st is our RUMMAGE SALE!  Please start looking around your home at what you can donate. Also consider 

baking for the bake sale or volunteering a couple of hours. We are looking into where we would like to donate all the 

unsold items to afterwards. 
 

Mother’s Day Banquet is scheduled for May 12th!  We have our entertainment secured; we know our theme so now we 

just need you! Come join the committee to help us get all the small things handled. Talk with Holly Prankas, Candyce 

Smith, Sara Omlor, Donna Foisel, or Debbie Lange. 
 

 

Since Easter comes so early (April 1st) we are planning to prepare our church for the 

lovely event. Our ladies aid group will be washing the church pews at 7pm, prior to our 

meeting. This not only helps welcome spring and Easter service, but it shows our love and 

service to our church. Anyone and everyone are welcome to join us - men and women. All 

cleaning items will be supplied - just bring yourself! 

We look forward to seeing more faces next month. Our meeting will be Tuesday, March 6th at 

7pm. Remember we will be washing pews first and then convening in the basement. It doesn't matter what you wear. 

Next month for Altar Duty we have no one signed up to help Jen Hummer. Please contact her if you are able to 

assist.  Hosting for March  we have Robin Bartley and Donna Foisel. 
 

Article submitted by Candyce Smith 

 

SPOILER ALERT!  

In these days of DVRs and streaming programming, itõs common courtesy to warn people before discussing a showõs 

plot or ending. How frustrating to inadvertently hear  how a much-anticipated drama concludes!  
 

Knowing how everything ends is a blessing for Christians, however. Jesusõ victory over death gives us hope and 

confidence for this life ñ and for the life to come.  

 

òThe church does not pretend é that it does not know what will happen with the crucified Jesus,ó writes Thomas 

Hopko in The Orthodox Faith . òIt does not sorrow and mourn over the Lord as if 

the church itself were not the very creation which has been produced from his 

wounded side and from the depths of  his tomb. All through [Holy Week] services, 

the victory of Christ is contemplated and the resurrection is proclaimed.ó  
 

                    Indeed, Jesusõ followers know how his story ñ 

                   and therefore our story ñ ends: in Easter life!  



 

HELLôS LAMENT 
Today Hades tearfully sighs: ñWould that I had not received him who 
was born of Mary, for he came to me and destroyed my power; he broke 
my bronze gates and, being God, delivered the souls I had been holding 
captive.ò 
 
Today Hades groans: ñMy power has vanished. I received one who died 
as mortals die, but I could not hold him: with him and through him, I lost 
those over which I had ruled. I had held control over the dead since the 
world began, and lo, he raises them all up with him!ò O Lord, glory to 
your cross and to your holy resurrection! 
                      ðfrom a Holy Saturday liturgy in Byzantine Daily Worship 
 

 

 

 

Addison Quinn  3/1  

Halle Hird  3/3  

Al Medved Jr.  3/4  

Lois Palmer 3/7  

Anita Klein  3/8  

Sharon Dixon  3/9  

Greg Koerlin  3/10  

Nicky Humble  3/20  

Carrie Pitcairn  3/23  

Peter Ventura  3/23  

Patricia Maznik  3/26  

Kurt Schmidt  3/26  

James Seman 3/29  

Bruce Baumgardt  3/30  
 

Dan & Nancy Frederick  

3/4  

 

CHRISTIAN 
SYMBOL 

 
 The torch primarily 
represents the 
Passion of Christ, 
perhaps because he 
was arrested and 
tried during the night, 
when the Temple 
guard would have 
used torches for 

light. The torch also can symbolize 
spiritual enlightenment, or martyrdom 
for the sake of the gospel. 

 

SPECIAL DATES 
¶ World Day of Prayer, March 2, 2018 

¶ Third Sunday in Lent, March 4, 2018 

¶ Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 11, 2018 

¶ Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 11, 2018 

¶ Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 18, 2018 

¶ First day of spring, March 20, 2018 

¶ Palm/Passion Sunday, March 25, 2018 

¶ Holy Week, March 25-31, 2018 

¶ Maundy Thursday, March 29, 2018 

¶ Good Friday, March 30, 2018 
 

     ñWIND OF GODò 
             Tiny br               Breeze or mighty wind,  

swirling round as God commands. 
Hats go flying. Branches bend. 
Little seeds spread through the lands.  

 
God Almighty makes the wind; 
great big gusts can shape the sands. 
Awesome is the power of God, 
when even wind obeys his plans. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
ñDonôt start looking in the Bible for the answers it gives. 

 Start by listening for the questions it asks.ò 
ðFrederick Buechner 

 



Below is a list of our elderly who  

do not get out much. Please  

remember them with notes, cards,  

a phone call or a visit in person ð 

 and most of all in our prayers.  
 

 

 

 

ñThe Law saith, 
 Where is thy righteousness, 
goodness and satisfaction? 

The Gospel saith, 
Christ is thy righteousness, 
 goodness and satisfaction.ò 

                                            ðPatrick Hamilton 
 
 

MAKING THE COMMON SACRED  

First Corinthians 10:31 (ESV) reminds us , òWhether you eat 

or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.ó 

Author E.M. Bounds describes this mind -set as a òspirit of 

devotionó that òputs God in all things é not merely in our 

praying and churchgoing.ó 
 

He writes: òThe spirit of devotio n makes the common things 

of earth sacred and the little things great. With this spirit 

of devotion, we go to business on Monday directed by the 

very same influence, and inspired by the same influences, 

by which we went to church on Sunday. The spirit of 

devotion makes a Sabbath out of Saturday and transforms 

the shop and the office into a temple of God.ó  
     

Vivian Anderson   Marjorie Jackson  

Charles Babinyecz  Marge Kenerson 

Harry Crispin   Helen Kovach 

Trudy Dorn   Ralph Kruse 

Joanne Drury   Irene Kurz  

Ethel Giuffre   Norma Pecsok 

Helen Herborn   Manfred Ruhe  

REWOVEN 
After Jen Hatmakerõs dog 

shredded an heirloom baby 

blanket, she piled up the dirty 

yarn and asked her mother -in-

law to somehow reassemble th e 

original. In Of Mess and Moxie 

(Nelson Books), Hatmaker explains how this is a 

picture of Godõs sovereign work.  
 

When our lives are tattered by sin and suffering, God 

doesnõt start from scratch or create a replica. 

Instead, he uses the original threads to reweave a 

stronger version and to restore beauty. 

(Interestingly, when Joseph tells his brothers in 

Genesis 50:20 [ESV], òYou meant evil against me, but 

God meant it for good,ó the word meant is Hebrew 

for wove.) 
 

òNothing bears a better witness than watching God 

resurrect someoneõs life,ó writes Hatmaker. òThat is a 

God who folks want to know, a God worth his glory.ó 
 

 

DISPELLING  THE DARKNESS 

 
On Good Friday, many churches hold a Tenebrae 
worship service. Tenebrae (Latin for ñdarknessò or 
ñshadowsò) is an ancient Christian tradition that re-
creates the emotions of Jesusô Passion and death. The 
sanctuary gradually grows darker. A strepitus (Latin for 
ñloud noiseò) may signify the closing of Jesusô tomb. As 
the service concludes, a Christ candle stands alone on 
the altar, reminding worshipers that victory is coming on 
Easter morning.  
 
When Scottish missionary Peter Milne died in 1924, the 
thankful people heôd served in the South Pacific 
inscribed this message on his headstone: ñWhen he 
came, there was no light; when he died, there was no 
darkness.ò 
 
Deathôs darkness couldnôt conquer Jesus, the light of the 
world, so it does not conquer us. ñThe light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome itò (John 
1:5, ESV). 

 

SET FREE 
ñChristôs death becomes the rod, the cudgel that breaks the necks of 
the fears that are the enemies of my peace; his Word becomes the 
staff by which he holds on to me and rescues me from danger.ò 
 

ðSinclair B. Ferguson, Deserted By God? 

 
 


